


A  Q U A I N T  A N D  C U R I O U S  V O L U M E

O F  F O R G O T T E N  L O R E

J O H N  R O B E R T  C O L O M B O

COLOMBO & COMPANY

Copyright (c) 2012, 2025 by J.R. Colombo

All Rights Reserved.

ISBN-10 1-894540-59-X
ISBN-13  978-1-894540-59-9

www.colombo.ca

“I am afraid,” said Memnon, “that our little terraqueous globe here is the
madhouse of those hundred thousand millions of worlds of which Your
Lordship does me the honour to speak.”

Words of Memnon in Voltaire’s “Memnon the Philosopher, or
Human Wisdom,” anonymously translated from the French into the
English, Romances, Tales, and Smaller Pieces of M. de Voltaire
(1794).



Once upon a midnight dreary, while I pondered, weak and weary,
Over many a quaint and curious volume of forgotten lore –

Opening lines of Edgar Allan Poe’s poem “The Raven,” The New
York Evening Mirror, January 29, 1845.

Such examples as the above will support the ancient claim of the philosophers
that there is a logos in every mythos, or a ground-work of truth in every fiction.

H.P. Blavatsky, Isis Unveiled: A Master-Key to the Mysteries of
Ancient and Modern Science and Theology (1877).

I think the only appropriate attitude to such coincidences is to not even try to
explain them. Anyway, I am too ignorant to explain them, and too smart to
deny them.

Reflections on simultaneities or “meaningful coincidences” of Viktor
E. Frankl, Recollections (1997).

Prolegomenon

Readers will appreciate the fact that the title of this collection of
aphorisms consists of eight words taken from the second line of Edgar
Allan Poe’s famous poem “The Raven.” Readers should then find the
subjects of these aphorisms to be “quaint and curious” indeed. The
subjects that are included are interesting ones, to be sure, but they are
also oddly chosen, not ones to be found in just any collection of
aphorisms (or even just any dictionary of quotations). Specifically, the
reader will search in vain for insights into such subjects as Children,
Emotions, Love, Marriage, Passion, etc.; instead, the reader will benefit
from comments on subjects like these: Acupuncture, Aion, Akashic
Records, Alchemy, Alien Beings, etc. These are subjects that have been
of interest to me, constant companions so to speak, for at least half a
century.

For as long as I can remember, I have had a fascination with
the supernatural and the paranormal, with the mysterious and the
occult, with wisdom literature and scriptures.  I am not the only person
to have such interests, but not that many people feel enlivened or
heartened when they consider such subjects in the world today. I
believe that this fascination with the inexplicable and with the
unexplained is one of the defining characteristics of the human species.
Traces of such interests are to be found throughout all ages, climes,
cultures, and civilizations, so that such concerns may well be
considered to be man’s cardinal non-material interest. We refer to



ourselves rather grandly as Homo sapiens (thinking man) or more
prosaically as Homo faber (making man). With equal propriety we
might define ourselves to be Homo arcanus (secret man) or Homo
mysterium (man of mysteries). Perhaps we should be doing so.

The inception of this book took place one rainy morning; the
date was June 22, 2001. I was browsing in a used bookstore in
Toronto’s Kensington Market, not far from where the Chicago
bookman Vincent Starrett was born, when I came across a copy of the
trade paperback called Free Energy Pioneer: John Worrell Keely. The
author of study was given as Theo Paijman, the publisher was given as
IllumiNet Press, and the year was given as 1989. I recognized the name
Keely and identified it with some sort of “energy engine,”  “a perpetual
motion machine,” or what has been called in studies of urban lore “the
economical engine.” My knowledge of such devices (and hoaxes) had
come mainly from reading in the 1960s a well-worn copy of Martin
Gardner’s wonderfully informative and suggestive book then titled
Fads and Fallacies in the Name of Science.

I examined the book not because I was interested in various
“wizards” and their “inertia-free engines” but because I was in accord
with Paijman’s assumption, insight, or conclusion that these inventors
did not work in isolation, but in the confines of a very secret and silent
tradition concerned with the principles of “occult technology.”
Anyway, that is what the copy on the back cover said, so I decided to
purchase the trade paperback for the marked-down price of ten dollars.

My thoughts on leaving the store with my purchase were
mixed. I might well have been the author of this book instead of Theo
Paijman. As well, I might have written such books on “weird science.”
But since I lack the technical background and the time and
temperament to conduct such research, I was led to concentrate on a
relatively contained subject, that one being Canadiana. (After reading
Paijman’s book, I presented it to an associate, an electrician by trade,
who had a special interest in “beam technology.”) In the vein of “the
weird,” I had been writing and compiling surveys and anthologies
devoted to “Canadian mysteries,” to use the rubric, rather than critical
monographs (long overdue) on such individual subjects of continued
interest as the Great Amherst Mystery, the Falcon Lake Encounter,
Lord Dufferin’s Ghost Story, or the Wynyard Apparition.

There is another reason why I am not a Theo Paijman. I am not
a system builder. I see the picture not in broad terms or in terms of
narrative, but in flashes of insight. I like to express these insights and
outlooks of mine in the guise of bon-mots rather than in the form of a



series of paragraphs of philosophical or technological exposition,
proposition, or description. Behind this lurks my faith, feeling, or belief
that memory may hold-the-door but reason holds no sway in these
regions. 

I cannot resist the stylish aphorism, whether it is someone
else’s or my own. Over the years I have composed and published
numerous collections of aphorisms. For the record, these are
Uncommon Knowledge (1996), Semi-Certainties (1998), Briefs (2001), 
Personal Effects (2002), and A Is for Aphorism (2006). I revised the
contents of these volumes and subsequently saw them into print as All
the Aphorisms of John Robert Colombo (2006). Since the appearance
of that bumper selection, I have issued two more collections,
Indifferences (2009) and Imponderables (2011).

The reflections and remarks which appear in the present pages
are taken from these earlier collections, but only those that shed light
on “the world of mysteries.” So the reader of those collections will
search the present one in vain for references to Canada; check Atlantis
instead. Meditations on Life and Death take second place to
considerations of Afterlife and Reincarnation. The Passions and the
Emotions are given short-shrift to make room for the paradoxes of
Wisdom Literature of the past. So this is a specialized collection of
aphorisms, one that has few rewards for the general reader.

It is brand new as a compilation of aphorisms, not in the sense
that the aphorisms themselves appear here for the first time, though
about thirty percent do make their débuts on the stages of these pages,
but in the sense that the whole is meant to be greater than the sum of
the parts. It reprints relevant remarks from all the earlier collections
and affixes to them many brand-new insights. All of them have been
revised, and all of them appear here under specific headings,
alphabetically arranged for the purpose of general reference. The
subject matter itself is impossible to define other then by resorting to
such old-fashioned words as occultism, wisdom literature, traditional
thought, work on self, self-transformation, etc. The reader is unlikely
to find a framework of thought behind these entries, but there is an
overall sense that what has been included and excluded has been
determined by a defined taste and a refined temperament; at least I
hope that this is so!

Note: The Prolegomenon above was written in April 2002, reworked in
November 2005, somewhat revised for its appearance in print in
December 2006, largely recast in July 2011, and slightly revised for its



appearance on the Net. In this way it may be said to resemble the
Tibetan  terma, the treasure “lost” or “planted” for later “reclamation”
or “recovery.” It takes its place, as a terma, to be sure, on May 2026. 
  

A P H O R I S M S

< A >

Abkhazia

Laudable it is to learn that Murat Yagan, a Canadian citizen, who has
lived almost as long in Vernon in the interior of British Columbia as in
Abkhazia, the country of his birth, and who is a teacher of his land’s
traditions now in his nineties, has been awarded by the Republic of
Abkhazia in Sukhumi with its distinguished Order of Honour and
Glory.

Achievement

Many a man has scaled the slopes of Mt. Gaurisankar in the mistaken
belief that he has reached the summit of Mt. Everest.

Acupuncture

The acupuncturist’s needle may or may not pierce the meridian, but it
certainly punctures the synapse.

No one has ever seen a meridian, but then no one has ever seen a
calorie either.

The practice of acupuncture is considered to be 5,000 years old. If that
is so, why do practitioners of the discipline need to assure themselves
– and us – that “it works”?

Adage



There is a Micmac adage that goes like this: “A world so old there had
never been a time when they could not remember it.”

Advice

Be yourselves.

Afterlife

Knowledge of the world beyond is derived from knowledge of the
world at hand.

Theologians abandoned the notion of the afterlife the day  cosmologists
embraced the notion of multiple dimensions of existence.

The human body comes incomplete, for it lacks both a user’s manual
and a money-back guarantee.

There is another world a while away.

Agartha

Agartha went underground at the same time as Atlantis went
underwater.

I have long felt Agartha to be the underside of Shamballah.

Shamballah is the upside of the downside of Agartha.

Ages

We talk about the ages of man, the ages of countries, the ages of
cultures, the ages of civilizations, the ages of religions, the ages of the
gods, the ages of the Earth, the age of the Universe, and even the order
of the ages.

Ages of Man

There are the Four Ages of the World. There are the Seven Ages of
Man. The reason for this discrepancy is that man’s spirit is older than
the known world.



There are Six Scientific Ages of Man: Eon, Era, Period, Epoch, Age,
Chron.

Aim

Aim is another way to say I am – indeed, its anagram.

Aion

Aion lacks for worshipers these days. The leontocephalic god has the
head of a lion and the lower extremities of a serpent. As well, a snake
coils around the beast-god’s body. In addition, it flaps four wings and
holds in its hands both a sceptre and a set of keys. Finally, it wears an
apron as the Mithraic god of time. Its followers have died out. No
wonder why.

Akashic Records

I have heard of the Akashic Records, but never of the Akashic Recipes.
I guess these are next: out-of-this-world breakfasts, lunches, dinners,
suppers, and snacks.

Aladdin

The appeal of the story of Aladdin and his Wonderful Lamp is that
unlike unreflecting Aladdin we know all along that his old magical
lamp has to be the human heart.

Aladdin’s Lamp and Pandora’s Box represent the same artifact in the
history of the human imagination.

Alchemy

You may alchemically remake yourself, but first you need a self.

Alien Beings

After the Second World War, the death of God made the headlines, as
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did the coincidental advent of the aliens in their winged chariots or
flying saucers.

“Man is the measure of all things,” wrote Protagoras. But the alien
being is the measure of man.

First there was the Yellow Peril. Then there was the Red Menace. After
that came Black Power. Now there is the Grey Invasion.

Are the haloes in ancient art really space helmets?

Alien beings are entities with densities and identities.

Alternatives

If I look left, it’s to the heart. If I look right, it’s to the head. If I look
up, it’s to illusion. If I look down, it’s to delusion. If I look behind, it’s
to the past. If I look ahead, it’s to the future. If I look within, it’s to life.

Amen

The word amen functions as a prayer’s conclusion or completion. There
is yet no counterpart to signal its inauguration or commence-ment.

Anagrams

EVIL = VEIL.

The word SILENT is an anagram of the word LISTEN.

Belief in SANTA; belief in SATAN. Same letters; same principle.

The anagram for utopias is US ATOP I.

GOYA  and YOGA have nothing in common!

SHADE and HADES are anagrams.

ENTIRETY and ETERNITY are the same words, letters rearranged,
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cabalistically.

Analects

So closely identified are The Analects with Confucius that we seldom
give any thought to anyone else’s analects or analectica.

Angels

Angels are non-entities.

They are beings that are winged yet weeping.

A sceptic is a person who regards an angel as a legless being.

Both angels and devils have wings, but the angels support haloes
whereas the devils sport tails.

The angels of the iconography of Medieval Europe do not travel across
space from Point A to Point B. They simply appear in Point B without
disappearing from Point A. It is called Bilocation. The principle is also
known in subatomic physics.

Watch out for angels but keep an watchful eye on the saints.

The angel has four arms, two regular ones on the front, with elbows and
hands with ten fingers in all; two irregular ones on the back, with wings
that have muscles and bones for their ten giant feathers in all.

In early Islamic art, not only were men and women depicted, but also
were angels wearing helmet-like turbans.

Angels are otherworldly beings with wings; so are devils.

Angels cannot fly but they are able to leap tall ziggurats in a single
bound.

The angels chant, “There shall be wings.”
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Anomalies

Is an anomaly really an abnormality?

Anomalous Experiences

Do anomalous experiences include or exclude experiences of cosmic
awareness?

Anomalous experiences may be explained by fact, fancy, fraud, or
falsehood.

Answers

Answers to the most pressing questions of all time may lie within ... but
not necessarily within reach.

Anthropomorphism

A society that will anthropomorphize a god may be expected to
theomorphize a man.

Anthroposophy

The Goetheanum is the building designed by Rudolf Steiner after he
had been to Barcelona, where, one surmises, he saw the constructions
of Antonio Gaudí.

The key scripture of Anthroposophy is the following: “Dornach and it
shall be opened unto you.”

Apocalypse

The end of the world is at hand. Indeed, I seem to be holding mine in
the palm of my hand.

Fundamentalist Christians have tried to bring about a union of despair
and rapture.



The apocalypse lies ahead of us in our past.

There was a brief period of time (a matter of months) – between the
time when one set of astrophysicists maintained that Asteroid Apophis
was on a collision course with the Planet Earth on April 13, 2036, with
catastrophic consequences, and the time when another group of
astrophysicists, restudying the projected orbit, stated that Asteroid
Apophis would miss the planet Earth by a wide margin, with no
catastrophic consequences. The world, once threatened, was thus saved
from destruction!

Apophasis

Faced with the fact that human beings have no knowledge whatsoever
about any divine being or beings, theologians have turned ignorance
into an artifact of information. Apophasis is the word they use to
describe their knowledge of what is not God.

Celestial mechanics inspire terrestrial romantics.

Apophenia

Apophenia is an unusual and unfamiliar word, coined by the
neuropsychologist Klaus Conrad in 1958, to refer to the human ability
to find patterns in random data, to engage in the unmotivated seeing of
connections, and to entertain specific experiences of abnormal
meaningfulness.

Archetype

Between the prototype and the stereotype there lies the archetype.

Archetypes are examples, whereas stereotypes are instances.

Area 51

The real site of Area 51 on the south shore of Groom Lake in Nevada
(the alleged air strip of alien UFO activity called “Dreamland” ) is Area
4 and Area 6 of the primary motor cortex of the human brain.
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Ark of the Covenant

It is not the Ark of the Covenant, but the Heart of the Covenant, that
ought to be sought.

Armageddon

One cult’s Armageddon is another cult’s Jubilee.

Artists

In the West, the artist is at odds with society; in the East, with the state.

Ascended Masters

We call them the Ascended Masters for the reason that we overlooked
them when they were underfoot.

Astrology

More people know their zodiacal sign than their blood type.

Astrologers are as ancient as the zodiac and as ephemeral as the
horoscope.

There is no reason why astrology should work and that is the reason
why it does not work.

You may astrologically understand yourself, but only to the degree that
you have a self.

The celestial bodies influence our earthly bodies only to the degree that
our earthly bodies influence our celestial bodies.

Astrology succeeds as a system of typology but blunders as a system of
prophecy.

Behind astrology is the notion that there are stars that are ours and that
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they are the causes of our scars.

Man may not be affected by the stars, but he is affected by the
symbolism of the stars.

Astronomy

No astronomer is an astrologer.

Children love astronomy because it is full of “comets and cupids.”

There is an autonomy in astrology, an autonomy in astronomy, and an
autonomy in human nature, especially in the man or woman who is able
to alter autonomies, aka disciplines.

The saddest words in astronomical literature are the two words Island
Universes.

The word ASTRONOMERS is an anagram of the words NO MORE
STARS.

Atlantis

Atlantis meets the need of modern men and women who cannot abide
the notion of the Garden of Eden.

America rose as Atlantis fell.

Whenever I read about the fall of Atlantis, I sense that its rise is
imminent.

Atlantis is a tale that is never entirely told.

We yearn for the existence of an Atlantis if only because we feel the
need for a far-reaching maritime culture of the remote past that
preceded our own present, world-wide terrestrial culture, as well as the
need for a technologically advanced, space-faring culture that lies head
of us in the remote future.
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Atlantis has the distinction of being described and depicted more often
than any other fabulous places, aside from Heaven and Hell.

The prototype of Plato’s Atlantis is the clash of material and spiritual
values and the sinking into the sea of the domain of the race of the
Titans who ruled before the race of the Olympians.

Our civilizations are assembled from the remnants and ruins of the
Island Continent of Atlantis. Where else could they have come from?

Aum

Between a and m lies you.

< B >

Bahá’í

Given a choice between Shia and Sunni, I would choose the best of the
rest, which is Bahá’í.

Being

To believe in the existence of a being superior to man is to believe in
the inferiority of man.

Belief

According to a Gallup Poll (conducted in September 1996), more
Americans believe in the existence of the Devil (56%) and in the
existence of Angels (72%) than in the existence of UFOs (48%).

Paranormal beliefs are endemic rather than epidemic.

Try to believe that the number of stars in the heavens is an even
number; now try to believe that the number of stars in the heavens is an
odd number. It makes no difference what you believe.
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For children, who are credulous by nature, there is religious belief. For
adults, who are incredulous by nature, there is outright doubt or “as if”
and “make-believe.”

Belief restrains, faith releases.

Belief systems are essentially relief systems.

Between belief and non-belief lies unbelief.

There is a little psychic and a little skeptic inside each one of us, and
they go at it with hammer and tongs.

Every believer is a particularist, and every true believer an
exceptionalist.

The statement “I believe in God” is not a simple statement of approval
or disapproval. It involves one co-efficient and one constant but no
commitment.

The God in whom man believes should be the God who believes in
man.

There is no knowledge in belief, except the self-knowledge of emotion
and feeling.

Knowledge is endless but belief is boundless.

Belief is a singular noun; to believe is an intransitive verb.

The question “Do you believe in God” contains not one unknown but
two unknowns, the verb and the pronoun. The question should be
recast, “Do you x in y?”

Psychics believe in fairies, Popes in Marys.

Samuel Taylor Coleridge spoke about “the willing suspension of
disbelief.” Two hundred years later what is needed is “the willing
suspension of belief.”
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Between no, but and yes, but” will be encountered a multitude of ifs and
buts.

Sceptics take beliefs more seriously than do believers.

Eric Hoffer’s studied the psychology of “the true believer” in 1951. Six
decades later we need another Eric Hoffer to a study the psycho-
pathology of “the true disbeliever” to account for holocaust deniers,
conspiracy spinners, etc.

True believers are people who are relieved to assume that the equation
x = y is a meaningful statement.

Bible

Would you read the Bible any differently if you knew that it had been
written in the Elizabethan English of the King James Version rather
than in the Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek of olden times?

The  words that are italicized in the King James Version of the Bible
are there not to be emphasized, but are there to be overlooked, because
they were not there in the original text. How many Bible-readers are
aware of this simple fact?

No quotation marks appear in the King James Version of the Bible.

Will the readers of the “Book of Genesis” be able to save us from the
believers of the “Book of Revelation”?

One prophet, one hundred scribes ... one hundred scribes, one thousand
scholiasts ... one thousand scholiasts, ten thousand theologians ... ten
thousand theologians ....

God and man are co-operating and co-authoring the world’s bibles with
all their sacred scriptures. But the meanest passages of these tomes are
the handiwork of God alone.

What is there left to say about the Bible? It is not chronology,
documentary, drama, fact, falsehood, fantasy, fiction, folklore, history,
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inspiration, legend, literature, metaphysics, mythology, philosophy,
poetry, psychology, revelation, religion, saga, science, sociology,
theology, truth, vision, or wishful thinking. Because it is but scripture
pure and simple.

William Blake’s inspiration came from the Bible, not from some occult
source. Yet the inspiration for that Bible came from some occult source.

In common with other “holy writings or sacred scriptures,” the King
James Version of the Holy Bible has the charisma of kerygma.

The Bible is to be viewed as an apocryphon.

The text of the King James Version of the Bible which everyone reads
is not the text of 1611. It is the lexically and orthographically altered
text of the Authorized Version of 1769. So much for biblical inerrancy.

Looking ahead, the Old Testament failed to flower in the New
Testament; looking behind, the New Testament failed to take root in the
Old Testament.

The Pyramids and the Sphinx go unmentioned in the Old Testament.
The Holy Trinity goes unmentioned in the New Testament.

Biodiversity

Biodiversity is an interesting way to refer to the multiplicity and the
heterogeneity of the life-forms of the planet Earth, and maybe the
planetary diversity of the Solar System, the stellar diversity of the
Galaxy, and the celestial diversity of the Cosmos.

Birth

Birth is the opposite of death. Life has no opposite at all.

Black Madonnas

Do the statues of the Black Madonnas found in churches in remote
regions of France depict the dusky complection of Mary the Mother of
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God, identify the Pregnant Mary, or remotely recall the Egyptian
goddess Isis?

 Blavatsky, H.P.

The title of Madame Blavatsky’s masterwork is The Secret Doctrine.
I want to retitle it The Secretive Doctrine.

Blessing

May the Sun shine in your eyes, the Moon in your heart, the Nebulae
in your Mind, and the Novae in your Groin.

Bodhisattva

Siddhartha Gautama becomes a buddha becomes the Buddha becomes
a Bodhisattva becomes the Maitreya becomes you and me.

Body

Faith, Hope, and Charity are not organs of the body politic but organs
of the human body. Faith resides in the forehead, Hope beats in the
heart, and Charity stirs in the loins.

The human body resembles the Mediterranean Sea which is central to
three continents: the body of Africa, the mind of Europe, the spirit of
Asia.

Buddhism

Buddhism denies the existence of the self, then the existence of gods
and godhead, and finally the existence of the world itself.

< C >

Cabala

The Cabala as we know it may be ages old, even ageless, yet it did not
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exist for us before the scholarship of Gershon Scholem.

The other day it occurred to me that the word cabalistic and the word
cannibalistic have much in common (but not the letters anni). Any
veteran cabalist will catch the reference.

Cambrian Explosion

The last bit of excitement in this part of the planet was the so-called
Cambrian Explosion. But that occurred some 540 million years ago.
Since then there has been nothing to match it!

Campbell, Joseph

There is something unsettling about the man’s way of moving and his
manner of speaking. I feel he is inhaling and exhaling at the same time.
My wife noted that he looks like the disgraced U.S. President Richard
M. Nixon.

Carnac

Why would an ancient people arrange a pathway of three thousand
menhirs across the landscape?

Cathars

There is a reason for the current interest in the Cathars. It is the search
for a form of Christianity that is neither Catholic nor Orthodox but
tolerant.

Catholicism

One day the notion of “critical mass” may replace the mass, the
principle sacrament of the Catholic Mass.

The assumptions of faith are that you will take the Church’s pre-
sumptions on faith.
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Centres

The centre has never been able to teach the circumference a single
thing.

Certainties

There are three certainties: moment of birth, present moment, moment
of death.

Chance

The word chance has so many synonyms – accident, break,
coincidence, destiny, fate, fluke, fortune, godsend, happenstance,
hazard, kismet, luck, miracle, mischance, “objective hazard,”
providence, serendipity, simultaneity, synchronicity, windfall – I am
inclined to lend it some credence as an operative force.

Charisma

The Sanskrit word darshan may be translated by the English word
charisma.

Chi

Chi is an energy that is so mysterious that no one can detect it, except
in China where no one can measure it.

Chiropractic

Somebody once said, perhaps cruelly, not without malice, that the
function of the spine is threefold: to support the head, to support the
neck, and to support the chiropractor.

Christianity
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Evangelical Christians have schematized history with their Seven C’s
of Christian History: Creation, Corruption, Catastrophe, Confusion,
Christ, Cross, Consummation.

Christianity took a wrong turn when it chose for the last place in the
King James Version of the Bible “The Book of Revelation” rather than
“The Shepherd of Hermas.”

Plant a tree, get a cross; plant a cross, get a tree.

What began down in the catacombs has ended up in the cathedrals.

Here in brief is the esoteric side of Christianity: The Son eclipses the
Sun.

Small-minded Christians agonize more about birth (abortion) and death
(euthanasia) than they do about life itself (the human spirit).

Do practising Christians really believe in the literal truth of fairy tales,
or do they only say they do?

Christmas Day

It is nine months between April Fool’s Day and Christmas Day.

Civilization

What has been gained has been lost again.

Cocteau, Jean

Which came first? Opium or Orphée?

Commandment

The commandment should be amended to read, “Love thy neighbour ...
distantly ... after thyself.”
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Commonality

Me is We upside down.

Cone Theory

I stand on a plot of ground. I own the inverted cone that decreases in
volume as it descends to the core of the Earth, but share the inverted
cone that increases in volume as it ascends to the stars of the heavens.

Consciousness

Consciousness is a simple matter. Not so simple a matter is
consciousnesses.

A state of consciousness may be regarded as the interval that passes
between one state of sleep and another.

We struggle to remain asleep in the dream state; we struggle to remain
awake in the waking state.

There is no subconsciousness, only repression; there is no
unconsciousness, only suppression.

There is the subconscious, there is the unconscious, and then there is
the non-conscious.

Conspiracy Theories

All conspiracies are about one thing and one thing only: power.

All the theories of conspiracies vastly outnumber all the possible
conspirators.

If you have a plan, they say you have a plot.

In the past the conspirators were all left-wing inventions. Today they
are all right-wing discoveries.
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There is a global conspiracy to deny the existence of and suppress the
evidence for a global conspiracy.

Contact

Is there contact with an alien species after death? Do we meet such
omnipotent beings in the afterlife? Proponents of the world’s major
religions assure us that such is so.

Cosmos

Our hands are tied. At present the only way to probe Dark Matter is
through “gray matter.”

Only in the recent past did we discover that our Earth is a planet like
other planets and that our Sun is a star like other stars. What we have
yet to discover is that as human beings we are more alike than we are
unalike.

I have found the cosmos to be my fundament for the reason that it
combines immensity with intensity.

Creation

In the original Hebrew, the first line of the “Book of Genesis” reads as
follows: “When God began to create heaven and earth .... “ In other
words, creation continues and is continuous.

The Day of Creation, a physical concept, is the Day of Catastrophe, a
metaphysical concept.

Creation proceeds de deo (from God), so nature is to be hallowed; or it
proceeds ex nihilo (out of nothing), so nature is to be harrowed. Same
difference.
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The Ray of Creation is an extension of the Great Chain of Being.

The date of creation was determined by Archbishop Ussher of Ireland
to have taken place at nine o’clock the morning of Saturday, October
22, 4004 B.C. But revisionists have determined it was really at six
o’clock the evening of Sunday, October 23. Wars have been waged over
less.

Christian fundamentalists maintain the world was created 4.6 thousand
years ago. Scientists argue the universe was formed 4.6 billion years
ago. The difference between the two estimates, given the scale of
creation, is trivial, merely the addition of six more zeroes.

There are two myths of creation: by sky and by earth. So there are two
myths of annihilation: by fire and by water.

Man is urge and God is Demiurge.

The Biblical Patriarchs are credited with long lives: Adam, 930 years;
Noah, 950 years; Methuselah, 969 years. Life was long before the
Flood, yet Earth was young, for its rocky sediments are said to have
been formed less than 10,000 years ago.

God did not rest on the Seventh Day of Creation, but expired, having
created the Cosmos from nothingness, fully exhausted from his labours.

The words after the creation of the world sound a sad note. The words
since the creation of the world sound a glad note. There is a world of
difference.

Creed

Every creed is at core a screed.

Religious terminology makes sense only in religious contexts.

Any old religious creed may claim to be divinely decreed.

Crucifixion
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Christians view the Crucifixion as an historic event of significance,
non-Christians as an historical event of no significance, atheists as an
unhistoric event.

The Crucifixion is so dramatic and so unlikely it is surely to be
regarded as a crucifiction.

Cult

There is no cult that is not difficult.

The cultist is an elitist.

< D > 

Dalai Lama

The fourteenth Dalai Lama is admired by all, yet hardly anyone knows
his given name (Tenzin Gyatso). Can anyone name any of his thirteen
illustrious predecessors?

Tenzin Gyatso, the 14th Dalai Lama, would be a fine Roman Catholic
were he a Christian! He must be one of the least happy men on earth:
an exile as a youth from his native land, the spiritual leader of a secular
opposition, unlikely ever to return as head of a country called Tibet.

The physiognomy of the Dalai Lama mirrors that of (surprise!) the
Gonzo journalist-memoirist Hunter S. Thompson: broad cheekbones
both.

Damanhur

The Federation of Damanhur in the caverns that lie beneath the foothills
of the Italian Alps must be the most successful spiritual collective of all
time, a monastery not of monks and hermits but of responsible men, 
women and children. What Mount Athos is to Greek Orthodox men,
Damanhur is to humanity in Europe and the world.
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Dao

Let me pun: The Dao of today is the Dow Jones Industrial Average.

Da Vinci Code

The appeal of Dan Brown’s novel The Da Vinci Code lies in its theme,
which I take to be the following: “The everlasting love of Jesus Christ,
which flows from age to age and from place to place, is here with us to
this day, if only we could recover it.”

Deities

Deities require deicides.

Deluge

In the dark, the ark.

Dervish

In his translation of the tale of “Aladdin and His Wonderful Lamp,” Sir
Richard Francis Burton spells derivsh in such a way as to draw
attention to the path of the spirit: derwaysh.

Devils

Befriend an angel, debrief a devil.

Christians believe that what Lucifer was to the Old Testament, Satan is
to the New Testament.

Dharmsala

A friend tells me that it is a small world because on a visit to Dharmsala
to meet with the Dalai Lama he kept encountering Harrison Ford and
his family.

Dimensions
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Space has three dimensions: length, width, height. Time has three
categories: past, present, future. Being has three magnitudes: sleeping,
dreaming, waking.

Discoveries

The greatest discoverers of all time, based on the extent of the territory
discovered and explored, are Edwin Hubble and Milton Humason.
Using the Hale and Hooker telescopes at Mount Wilson Observatory
near Pasadena, California, the two astronomers in 1929 established the
principle of the expansion of the universe.

The planet Pluto was discovered in 1930. The subatomic particle
known as the neutron was discovered in 1932. In two years’ time,
human knowledge expanded from the circumference of the solar system
to the inner core of the atom.

Doctrines

The inerrancy of the Bible and the infallibility of the Pope are as
assured as the intractability of the Imam.

Dreams

I used to dream of things great, then of things vast, now of things
remote.

Our dreams are older than we are.

We think in words but dream in images.

Are there dreams no one is dreaming?

Freudians supply subtitles to dreams, Jungians maps.

Holding onto dreams is what is holding us back when not pushing us
forward.
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I am more disappointed in my dream life than I am in my everyday life.

In my dreams I am taller than I am when I am not dreaming for in them
I stand well above two metres.

Someone once realized, “In dreams, we wake up.”

Dream while you may for the time will come when there will be no
time at all to sleep and no need at all to dream.

As human beings we dream all night and hallucinate all day.

Dreams are as specific as realities, even more so.

Our dreams are necessarily rooted in our past, but if we pursue them we
may realize them in our future.

My dream world is a paltry thing but it is my own. That statement is
another way to make the following statement: My dream world is my
own but it is a paltry thing.

Dreams are devoid of emotion, free of feeling, full of sensation, and
innocent of intelligibility, all by design.

Drums

What the sound of native drumming soon displaces is the sound of the
beating of one’s own heart.

Dualism

The philosophy of a body-mind dualism is really the psychology of a
material-immaterial duelism.

< E >

Earth
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Mythologies and scriptures refer to “the heavens” in the plural but to
“the earth” in the singular. Apparently many heavens exist but just one
earth.

We have yet to detect in the heavens a planet other than our own that
we could make our own.

Earth will forever be known as the home and the domain of the human
race. No other planet will ever be able to make that claim – or support
human life.

East & West

The East experiences; the West experiments.

Easter Sunday

Jesus says, “Shazam!” and the stone rolls away.

Ecologists

Ecologists are strong on catastasis, weak on apocatastasis.

Ectoplasm

Characteristic of Halloween are spider-webs and cobwebs on porches
and lawns, which recall the ectoplasm of seances past.

Egoism

All my life I have used the word I. I should have spelled it i.

Egoism is a religion called mono-me-ism.

Elect
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Every sect and cult produces its elect.

Elements

Our Adam is Hydrogen; our Eve is Helium.

Eleusinian Mysteries

The Eleusinian Mysteries of Ancient Greece outlasted all the other
mystery traditions of the world. The Mysteries operated from 1,600
B.C. to A.D. 400, a remarkable span of 2,000 years.

Emotion

Astrophysicists speculate about the tierce of Space, Time, and Motion.
The rest of us are content with our own trinity of Space, Time, and
Emotion.

Emulable

The little-used word emulable ought to be pressed into service to
describe a man or a woman who in word and deed has earned the right
to be worthy of being emulated.

Enchantment

Enchantment is reality made explicit.

End of Days

The dead shall rise again, and the living die. Is that reasonable?

The End of Days will arrive in due course but not before we are able to
imagine it.

It occurred to me that those apocalyptic-minded Christians who
anxiously await the End Time pant for the world to come to an end
during their lifetimes so they will never need to die.
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Two artists of the nineteenth century who depicted the End of Days
bore the same first name of Gustave. There was Gustave Doré, who
depicted the event demonically, and there was Gustave Moreau, who
depicted the event apocalyptically. Doré worked in stark black-and-
white, Moreau in the palette of Technicolor!

Enigma

“A Key to the Enigmas of the World” is the subtitle that P.D.
Ouspensky gave to his tome Tertium Organum. “A Very Great Enigma”
is the subtitle that J.G. Bennett’s gave to his biography Gurdjieff.
Engimas abound in both instances.

Enlightenment

I have a horrible thought: Everyone is suddenly enlightened and people
and the world remain the same as they have always been.

Spontaneous enlightenment is as much a possibility as spontaneous
combustion is an impossibility.

Enlightenment is the attainment of the individual, not the achievement
of the institution, though the latter may help or hinder the former in the
realization of selfhood.

I saw I was I.

Epiphany

The opposite of an epiphany, or moment of genuine realization, is an
apophany, moment of false realization.

Esotericism

Disharmony in this field of study arises from proponents of the teaching
arguing with proponents of the teachings.

Most writing about esotericism is windy and wooly: “ether-oteric.”
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Evangelists

The evangelist, whatever his cult or his sect, offers “Repairs to All
Makes and Models.”

Evidence

As James Randi once said, “There is a great deal of evidence for the
existence of Santa Claus. The problem is that it is not very good
evidence.”

It is said that “Absence of evidence is not evidence of absence.” It
should also be said that “Absence of evidence is not evidence of
presence of conspiracy.”

Evil

Evil is not the absence of good, nor a force of its own, but
mechanicality.

Evolution

Creationists maintain that we were expelled from Eden only to sin on
Earth; evolutionists claim that we swam out of oceans only to climb
down from trees.

There was guilt when the animist became the shamanist, and shame
when the shamanist became the technologist.

The word “evolution” does not appear even once in the first edition of
Charles Darwin’s On the Origin of Species (1859). Yet the word
“creation” appears fifty-two times. Prophetically, perhaps, the word
“revolution” does appear, six times in all, but half of those appearances
come from the source notes.

Existence
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Is existence a situation or a condition?

Two-thirds is awesome, one-third awful.

It is said that “I am” is the shortest complete sentence in the English
language.

We have yet to live our lives the way we sense they could be lived.

Experience

Are there impersonal experiences?

Extinctions

In the history of life on Earth, palaeo-geologists distinguish fifteen mass
extinctions. Sixteen counting yesterday’s.

Extraterrestrial Life

Are space helmets really haloes?

The most chilling words that I know are those of the Russian space
scientist I.S. Shklovskii. He once suggested, with regard to the possible
existence of life in the cosmos, that we are “functionally alone.”

< F >

Fables

A fable has to be told to be true.

Fairy Tales

My fairy tale begins, “Once upon the ever after....”

In a fairy tale, no one goes away, only astray.

33



Faith

The leap of faith is the sleep of reason.

The opposite of faith is not doubt (that is the opposite of belief) but
fear.

People talk about losing faith and finding faith. They never talk about
losing belief or finding belief. Faith is general, belief particular.

We have been hearing a lot lately about “people of faith” and their
“faith-based” causes, rather less than about “blind faith” or “bad faith.”
The word “faith” is derived from the Latin word fides, which means
“belief” and “trust.” But what these people believe is unbelievable;
their actions leave them untrustworthy.

A person will cling all the harder to his beliefs once he has lost his
faith.

People who hesitate to refer to themselves as “believers” will often
define themselves to be “people of faith.” I guess if you say you have
faith you do not need to say what you believe.

Fame

There will come a time when the name of Gesar of Ling will be
remembered and the name of King Arthur of Camelot will be forgotten.

Fantasy

Popular fantasy in my time extends from Christopher Lee to Stan Lee.

Fantasy is the repeal of the real, whereas imagination is the appeal of
the real.

Fate

Time, with or without our help, will transform the Furies into the
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Eumenides, our fates into our farces.

Man’s fate is to die; his destiny is to live.

We want kismet; what we get is karma.

Feng Shui

Whatever could it be that is responsible for China’s conspicuously ugly
cities? Perhaps millennia of the geomantic principles of Feng Shui.

Flight

I so yearned to fly that I borrowed a cape. It transformed me into a
superhero, but I was never able to fly. The best I learned to do was to
leap tall buildings in a single bound.

Flying Saucers

In 1948, the U.S. Air Force reported that the pilots of flying saucers
were aliens – Russian aliens.

There were no flying saucers before there were helicopters.

I sometimes fantasize that when an alien pilot lands his Flying Saucer
on Earth, he will emerge and deliver the following message to the
assembled multitude: “I have come to reveal to you the Third Secret of
Our Lady of Fatima.”

Most of the Flying Saucers of the late 1940s were balloons, hot air
balloons launched by the U.S. Air Force.

David Jacobs, the historian, published his doctoral dissertation with a
university press as The UFO Controversy in America. Never once in its
pages does he mention the name of Ray Palmer, pulp writer and
magazine editor, or allude to his writing in Fate magazine, stories and
articles that were mainly responsible for the “controversy” and the
“phenomenon” in the first place.
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Folk Tales

The theme of every folk tale is the same: You fall in love, you suffer,
you acquire a soul.

Forces

Men are electrical, women magnetical.

Fort, Charles

Was Charles Fort the “only first” Fortean?

Fourth Way

The Fourth Way was at once a way of life in the Caucasus, a teaching
of Gurdjieff’s, a system of Ouspensky’s, a practice for their followers,
and a discipline for people today.

Frankenstein

The public confuses Dr. Victor Frankenstein with Frankenstein’s
monster, and does so quite rightly. They are imaginatively the same
 
person, the creator and the creator, in the same way that Dr. Jekyll and
Mr. Hyde are one and the same person.

< G >

Galaxy

The Milky Way Galaxy is not ours so much as we are its.

The shape of our Milky Way Galaxy, as painted by space artists, is that
of an unbelievably immense Unidentified Flying Object.

Gardens
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Our immediate ancestors were evicted from the Garden of
Gethesemane, not the Garden of Eden.

It is recorded that three trees grew in the Garden of Eden, not two trees.
Nowhere is it recorded that the third tree bore the Golden Bough, but
it presumably did.

Geological Eras

I feel this rock and am in touch with the Stone Age. Here is the sleep of
the trilobites.

Ghosts

I do not believe in ghosts. I do not disbelieve in ghosts. I am interested
in ghosts.

Ghosts do not belong to the category of belief but to the category of
experience.

Ghosts are good for us. Ghosts are responsible for sweetness and fright.

I have yet to meet a ghost I did not like.

A ghost resembles the Cheshire cat: What remains is the grin – or the
grimace.

Ghosts in greeting come to visit, never to stay.

When we frighten them away, our ghosts retreat into their enclaves in
the burrows and grottos of the Moon.

The appeal of dinosaurs lies in their terrifying appearance and in the
fact that they once lived. The appeal of ghosts and spirits is much the
same – entities that do seem to be part of us – the inhuman part of us to
be sure!

The words “ghosts and spirits” trip off the tongue and are a good guide
to the difference between the two forces: ghosts as entities; spirits as
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powers.

Ghost Stories

I do not believe (or disbelieve) in ghosts, but I do believe in ghost
stories.

The popularity of the ghost story has nothing in common with the
existence of ghosts, any more than the appeal of dinosaurs is contingent
upon their place in prehistory.

The told-as-true ghost story, like the haiku, comes in three parts. There
is the admission of dismay; there is the recital of events that are hard to
believe; there is the assurance that “that is what happened.”

Ghost Towns

Canada has more ghost towns than it has ghostly places.

Glass, Philip

His music was heard long before it was composed and will continue to
be heard long after it was composed.

God

“God became man so that man may become God,” stated St.
Athanasius, thereby diminishing the deity without magnifying
humanity.

Theologians happened upon the happy phrase “the ground of our being”
as a stand-in for the godhead. Psychologists interpreted this to mean
“the under-ground of our being” and philosophers “the above-ground
of our being.”

Theologians who describe God as “the ground of our being” are
standing on shaky ground, indeed!

If there are any facts and feelings that even God does not appreciate –
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and I think there are a great many of these – the deity is welcome to
eavesdrop and read my mind and experience my emotions.

Neither Jehovah nor Allah was ever a human being. Neither Gautama
Buddha or Jesus Christ was ever a godhead. Problems, problems.

A personal God entails a personal Devil.

God is in the Head, in the Heart, or in the Body, or else nowhere else.

As hard as it is to be a god, it is even harder to be a human being.

“When God departed,” noted Jean-Paul Sartre, “he left behind a
god-sized void.”

Believers in God’s presence would do better to reflect rather than to
genuflect.

When someone asks me, “Do you believe in God?” I always answer,
“Yes, I believe in the non-existence of God.”

As soon as the word “God” appears in a sentence, any sense of the
sentence withdraws.

Let us dispense with God the noun, God the name, God the pronoun,
even the adjectives godly and ungodly. Let us also ignore God the
ground of our being, underground or aboveground, limited or unlimited,
personal or impersonal, cosmic or comic. That leaves us ... us.

God is nought, the cipher zero in arithmetic, which nonetheless
possesses an exponential function.

The God of Hope, to whom Christians pray, is the Hope of God, for
which Christians pray.

An old tradition has it that God thought, “If only mankind would forget
about me and keep my teachings.”

It is good that the gods we know are lifeless, otherwise they would be
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heartless and deathless.

Goddess

There is yet to be a modest goddess.

With the advent of men and women came the gods and goddesses.

Gods

God may have lived in the past, he may yet live in the future, but it
beggars belief that he lives today.

In the beginning, a breath, a wind, a planet, a star, a talisman, a fetish,
a place, a notion, a story, a belief, a custom, a creed, a ceremonial, a
ritual, a text, a book, a master ... in the end, a heart and a head.

Since the days of the rich polytheism of the Ancient Hindus and the
Ancient Egyptians, the aggregate of the gods honoured has declined
precipitously. Our age requires an influx of new gods.

There are gods yet to be begotten and born; gods yet to retire and
expire; and gods yet to be worshiped and ignored.

If I ask you, “In which god do you believe? The Father? The Son? The
Holy Ghost?” and if you answer, “All three,” I reply, “You are no
monotheist, maybe a polytheist, possibly an idolater!”

Better it is to believe in a heady number of gods than in one single
godhead.

The god imagined by the Neanderthal of the Pleistocene Epoch was a
bestial god. The god imagined by the Cro-Magnon of the Upper
Paleolithic Era was a barbarous god. But the most savage god of all is
the one imagined by the Homo sapiens of our own Cenozoic Period.

There are bright gods and there are dark gods. We learn more about the
differences among them in darkness than we do in light.
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Hebrews collect around YHWH, Christians around the YMCA.

Golden Touch

I possess neither the “golden touch” of Midas nor the “green thumb” of
Dorothy Maclean. Yet I am naive enough to think of myself as having
a thumb that is either cerulean or azure in hue. My “blue thumb” draws
towards me all sorts of psychological, psychical, and parapsychological
content; or I am attracted to such matter or material, take your choice.
(This entry is beginning to resemble a work of fiction written by Jorge
Luis Borges.)

Gospels

The four Gospels are composed of a multitude of pericopes, short
“cuttings” or self-contained passages. (Any religion that has a Scripture
has a Scripture full of pericopes – suras, sutras, gossips, gospels.)

Grace

God’s grease.

Faith is intellectual, hope is emotional, and charity is physical. The
trinity is spiritual: the Three Graces.

Grail

There was a Grail before there was a Crucifixion.

Graveyards

Graveyards of sunken cities must lie amid clouds.

Gurdjieff, G.I.

There is much confusion about G.I. Gurdjieff who was born in 1869
and died in 1949, and it begins with the year of his birth (which was
probably not 1869) and it extends to the year of his death (for in a sense
he never died that year).
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Was the enigmatic Gurdjieff a mage, sage, guru, teacher, instructor, or
master? All such words may apply. But considering the man’s
background, perhaps staretz is the aptest word to use.

He spoke of “burying the dog deeper,” but surely he meant “burying the
dog’s bone deeper.”

Guru

You should find a guru or a mentor, a leader or a teacher, when you are
young, because the guru, etc., will be older than yourself and hence
easier to take seriously. If you wait until you youself are older, you will
find that all the gurus, etc., are younger than yourself, and hence harder
to take seriously.

The guru or spiritual master should be a generation and a half older
than the chela or student.

Once we graduate from Girl Guides and Boy Scouts, we should grow
out of the need for guides and gurus.

< H >

Hallucinations

After death the blind shall see, the deaf shall hear, the brain shall know,
etc. While this may be so, the Swiss naturalist Charles Bonnet argued
that we are able to do these things while alive, and the sensations are
called hallucinations.

Heart

There are two hemispheres or ventricles of the human heart that are yet
to be explored, the tundra of the Arctic and the desert of the Sahara.

Heaven & Hell
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When the good souls in Heaven try to imagine Hell, they remember
Earth. When the bad souls in Hell try to imagine Heaven, they
remember Earth.

The priest and the preacher dwell on the rewards and the punishments
that we will face in the afterlife, whereas every day and every night we
endure the no-less-real psychological states of heaven and hell.

Alas, the expanding universe, established optically by the astronomers
Edwin Hubble and Milton Humason in 1929, left little head-room for
the existence of such regions or states as Heaven and Hell, Purgatory
and Limbo, Eden and Atlantis, Utopia and Dystopia.

Hebrews

Every people – like the Hebrew people – come fourfold: Essenes
(impractical), Sadducees (sceptical), Pharisees (observant), Zelots
(impulsive).

Hell

Heaven has a human shape, as does Hell.

Avoid Heaven ... it is as much a theocracy as Hell.

Heraldry

Many people will boast their family has been granted a Coat of Arms,
but hardly anyone realizes that to be valid, it must be regranted from
generation to generation.

Hinduism

Manu came from Meru.

Hinduism, the most ancient of the Earth’s religions, may well be its sole
surviving religion. It may outlive the Earth itself. Hindu astronauts will
continue their worship of Krishna and Vishnu and Shiva among the
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stars.

History

The dawn of a culture, the dusk of a civilization.

History is not the only nightmare from which we struggle to wake.
There are two more, and they are Ulysses and Finnegans Wake.

Homunculus

Our heads are Suns, our Hearts are Moons, our bodies are Earths, our
ideals are Stars, our instincts are Black Holes.

Horoscopes

Your ephemeris, my ephemeris, our ephemerides.

Every day Mars and Venus are in my ascendant.

Human Beings

You are an example of a human being and I am an instance.

Our journey, which begins in the Oluvai Gorge in the Great Rift Valley
of the Serengetti Plain of Tanzania in Africa and which ends in the
ghats on the banks of the Ganges River at Benares now known as
Varanasi in the Indian state of Uttar Pradesh, is ours alone.

Once upon a time there were no humans at all. The day will dawn when
there will be no humans any longer. The time is at hand for all humans
to live and love as if worthy of forever.

We consider ourselves human beings, whereas we should consider
ourselves as beings who are trying to be human.

We consider ourselves to be human beings, but we seldom give much
thought or feeling to being human.
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We are born with hooves, we may acquire wings, but not more than one
person in a billion develops a halo.

Hymn

We have no notion of “the shape of hymns to come.”

I am told there is an old Slavonic hymn that includes this line: “Time
makes ancient good uncouth.”

< I >

I

I, the first person singular, is my mantra, the sole word nobody else is
privileged to use.

The Dutch poet and painter, who is known only as Lucebert, wrote,
mysteriously, “I dream that there is an I.”

It always surprises me that in the English language the words aye, I, and
eye sound so much alike.

Idolatry

Idolatry is not really the worship of false gods or golden calves. Au fond
it is the worship of words, specifically the printed words found in the
verses of the bibles of the world.

Illumination

Luminous is our sun. Numinous are their stars.

The light cast by the Moon is more apparent than the shadow cast by
the Sun.

It is as important to light a match in the bathroom as it is to light a
candle in the bedroom.
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Illusion

Ancient philosophers maintained that all is illusion. Contemporary
philosophers maintain that illusion is all.

The opposite of illusion is not reality but disillusion.

All is illusion including maya.

Imagination

To imagine is to invent, to invent is to fantasize, to fantasize is to fake,
to fake is to fabricate, to fabricate is to realize.

I find, through the years, that I have imagined most things rightly.

Immorality

Could good deeds ever be immoral? If so, could there be immoral
goodness?

As soon as leaders begin to defend their own moralities, they begin to
commit their own immoralities.

The religious leader – priest, minister, preacher, rabbi, imam, guru, etc.
– exhorts us to believe that the external is the infernal and the internal
is the supernal, whereas everyday experience demonstrates otherwise:
The external is the eternal and the internal is the ephemeral.

Over the centuries, immorality has proven to be a lot more popular than
immortality.

Immortality

As the life of man is lengthened, the life of the soul is lessened.

There are as many degrees as there are dimensions of immortality:
personal immortality, impersonal immortality, conditional immortality,
relative immortality, absolute immortality, etc.
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We sense we are immortal beings and we are: at least parts of us are.
Within us, though perhaps not within each and every one of us, there
are to be found the genes of entelechy.

Imperfection

Traditionalist thinkers like Frithjof Schuon write about “deiformity”
and “eogity.”

Imperishable Sacred Land

The words imperishable sacred land refer to the original home of
intelligent life on this planet. It seems these words make their début in

H.P. Blavatsky’s Isis Unveiled (1888). The ISL is the Arctic,
specifically the North Pole.

Impermanence

What passes is not. What does not pass? The Earth, the Sun, the Moon,
the Stars.

Incarnation

As a rule, people of faith who believe in the Incarnation do not believe
in any form of Reincarnation.

India

In search of India’s secret wisdom, travellers return to the West
somewhat older and sadder, if not somewhat sager.

India used to be referred to as the subcontinent, there being but one
such land-form on the planet. Truthfully, India is not the subcontinent
at all, but the supercontinent.

Innermost

Once you penetrate the exterior, you find the interior; once you
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penetrate the interior, you find the inner; once you penetrate the inner,
you find the innermost; once you penetrate the innermost, you find
there is no innermost.

Interstellar Travel

Virtual and then veritable voyages to our new worlds among the
kingdoms of the stars will mark the transhumance of the human species.

Invention

What has been lost will have to be reinvented before it is found.

There were no ray guns until there were Roentgen rays, no light sabres
until there were real lasers.

Islam

Is it true that what is most Islamic is least human?

Hearing the music of the dervishes of Islam, what I sense is that when
all the world’s cultures and civilizations have passed away, there will
remain only the bedouin of the deserts of the earth and the sounds that
they make – tremblings.

What intrigues me the most about Islamic thought is its supreme
contempt for all non-Islamic thought.

Islamic Prayer

Grovel before Allahmighty God five times a day.

Israelis

Hebrews, Israelites, Jews, Israelis ... what new name has history in store
for this ancient people?

< J >
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Jerusalem

History will be longer in the future than it has been in the past. And it
will be the  history of temples. How many more temples of Jerusalem
will be erected only in order to be destroyed?

Next year in Jerusalem is the ideal of which next year in Chelm is the
reality.

Jesus of Nazareth

Biblical scholars conduct themselves as if they understand Jesus of
Nazareth, yet even they have little sense of first-century Judaism –
whether Jesus was a Pharisee, a Sadducee, an Essene, or a Zealot. That
is like not knowing whether a religious leader in the twenty-first
century is Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, Protestant, or Mormon.

Jihad

Imams assert that jihad means “holy war.” Sufis contend that jihad
means “wholly war.” There is an “incivil war” between these
interpretations.

The romantic fantasies of the Arabian Nights’ Entertainment have been
displaced by the fanatical realities of jihadis – Arabian Knights.

Journeys

Quest: seven years. Journey: three days. Folk tale: ten minutes. Fairy
tale: five minutes. Nursery rhyme: three minutes. Magical wish: one
second. One lifetime: the time of one’s life.

Jung, C.G.

To ask the question, “Was he a sage or a mage?” implies that there is
a difference and that it matters and that he was one or both or none.

Carl Jung evolved from a therapist into a philosopher, and this is quite
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evident in two book titles. He called his 1912 study The Psychology of
the Unconscious, and his 1950 revision of it Symbols of
Transformation.

I have yet to make up my mind whether he would approve or
disapprove of the Jungians who invoke his name.

< K >

Kali Yuga

In the meantime there are the mean times.

There are two ages to note, for they are opposites: Kali Yuga and
Allelujia.

Karma

I am not sure which unnerves me the more, karma or no karma.

Karma is what connects the lash, the whiplash, and the backlash.

Knowledge

Knowledge is cislunar, wisdom translunar.

< L >

Labyrinth

The labyrinth is often confused with the maze. There is no need to
confuse these psychological constructions because one is the opposite
of the other. You enter a labyrinth; you leave a maze.

Lemuria

I know of no earlier use of this term, which refers to the original home
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of intelligent life on this planet, than in the densely packed pages of
H.P. Blavatsky’s Isis Unveiled (1888).

Life

Life resembles an ongoing stream. Birth is stepping into that stream,
life is being carried along by it, and death is stepping out of it.

Light Sabre

The “light sabre” is the magic wand of the magician or the alchemist
that has been charged or otherwise equipped with laser technology.

Living

I have never known a time when I was not alive.

Logia

The wise words that the master shares with his disciples are known as
logia (in the plural) and logion (in the singular). Such words are
unwritten (agrapha) and even never to be revealed (aporrheta).

Logos

There is no way to make sense of the logos without making sense of its
antithesis: alogos.

Lord’s Prayer

There are fifty-five words to the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13).
Biblical scholars argue that Jesus uttered two of them: “Our” and
“Father.”

Lhasa

So Lhasa, the capital of Tibet, lies in the Far North? In terms of degrees
of latitude, Lhasa is situated only 115 kilometres or so north of the
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Indian capital of New Delhi. Indeed, Lhasa lies some 350 kilometres
south of the city of London, Ontario.

Life

Organic life on this planet serves as a transponder, conveying energy
rather than originating or transforming it.

It is a wonderful world in the sense that it is full of wonders. But in no
way is it a wonderful life because the little that survives is in no way
wondrous.

We live in states that are static and estates that are ecstatic.

Limbo

Limbo yet lives ... as the bardo state.

Limerence

The psychologist’s term limerence may be useful in accounting for the
single-mindedness of true believers who are “people of faith,” for it
focuses on the believer’s overpowering need for the reciprocation of
desire.

Lost World

The prehistoric creatures that were once confined to Maple White
Land, that isolated plateau located somewhere in South America in Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle’s novel The Lost World, have been let loose to
plague the modern world. Thus does the world of the past haunt and
infect and inhabit the world of the present.

Many are the Lost Worlds of myth, legend, lore, fancy, and fiction, but
the earliest and greatest of them is the planet Earth, lost in the Milky
Way Galaxy, our Island Universe.

Lyonnese

52



The sunken Kingdom of Lyonnese is pre-Gaelic, in the sense that
Atlantis is pre-Greek, and it serves as a preconfiguration of the engulfed
cathedral of Mont-Saint-Michel in Brittany.

< M >

Madeleine

Persephone bit into a pomegranate, Adam and Eve bit into an apple, as
did Snow White. For the rest of us what is left is Proust’s madeleine.

Magi

The Three Magi are the male equivalents of the female Three Graces.
Both may pinch-hit for the members of the Holy Trinity.

Considering the journey of the Magi, the Christmas carol should begin,
“We Three Kings of Orion are....”

Magic

The basis of stage or close-up magic is hocus-focus.

There is no magic without mystery, no mystery without a mage or a
magician, who in effect says, “Now you see it, now you don’t! ... Hocus
pocus! ... In time all will be revealed .... ”

Magic – real-life magic, not stage or close-up magic – is the technology
of religion.

The words when a woman resonate in my mind for no particular reason
except for their rhythm and their implied consent.

True magic, like real poetry, is self-working.

Anything at the margin is deemed marginal and magical and hence
imaginal.
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Magic Wand

Does the magic wand gain its charge when waved around in the air, and
then loose it when left lying around on the ground?

Mahdi

Shia doctrine preserves to this day the tradition of the “occultation” of
the Imam al-Mahdi. The Twelfth and Last Prophet disappeared in the
year 255 A.H. which corresponds to AD. 872. As yet no “last signs”
herald the reappearance of the Hidden Prophet.

Maitreya Buddha Project

I have the sense that if I stare east-southeast, soon I will see the crown
of Maitreya's head cresting the horizon like a bronze sun!
 

Man

Man is the only creature we know who is bigger inside than outside.

Man is the measure of all things, but not in outer space.

A predecessor of man before the appearance of the Titans and the
Olympians was the semi-reptilian Cecrops, half man, half snake, first
king of Attica, legendary ancestor of the Greek race, traditional founder
of the civilization of Greece, and first father of the city of Athens.

Adam Kadmon is the name of the first man. The name of the last man
has yet to be determined.

In a human way I stare at the world; in an inhuman way it stares back
at me.

Man, like the fabled manticore, has a human head, a lion’s body, and
a dragon’s tail. By this token, at core, man is one-third human.

Man en mass is a menace.
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Man is both manifold and manyfold.

Mana

Man informs what is man-made; mana informs all else.

Mañana

Manna is a gift from one’s God; mañana, a gift from one’s fellow man.

Manguel, Alberto

I await the appearance of the book that will bear the title The Alberto
Manguel Reader.

Man-of-letters Alberto Manguel’s bubbly spirit and chubby smile and
owlish spectacles always remind me of the drawn, downcast smile and
spectacles of composer Eric Satie.

Manhood

I am an example of a man, whereas I wish to be an instance of a man.

Mankind

Mankind is an organism that seems intent on devolving into a
mechanism for the propagation of mankind.

Beneath the sandy dunes of the Sahara, below the ice caps of the Arctic,
underneath the waters of the seas, above the clouds of the heavens,
below the planets and the stars of the universe, we find ourselves
higglety-pigglety, or not at all.

The human drama = one man and one woman.

At times I favour one man over all men, at other times all men above
one man.

Mantra
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A mantra is a vocal or verbal yantra.

I aum I.

Masonry

The rite of the Free Mason is a secret that is not hidden because it is
something hidden that is not secret.

There were two Grand Lodges of Masonry in England and until the
year 1880 they were known as the “Ancients” and the “Moderns.” It
does seem odd but the formation of the Moderns predated the formation
of the Ancients.

Materialism

The argument of the materialists is that the universe is essentially
material, and the argument of the supernaturalists is that the universe
is essentially immaterial.

Maxim

Try not to be a function.

Memorates

A memorate is a first-person account of a paradoxical experience. My
books of them are “collections of recollections.”

Men & Woman

You will find gods in myths, saviours in scriptures, heroes in legends,
simpletons in folktales, animals in fables, spirits in fairy tales, and men
and women in literature.

Mental Telepathy

Mind-reading would be easier if there were minds out there to read.
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I have a special message for those of you who believe in mind reading
or mental telepathy. Here it is:

Messiah

There are those who yearn for the Messiah. They seem harmless yet
they are dangerous. A Messiah is always accompanied by a mess.

A pariah may be mistaken for a messiah.

“Not any time soon” might well be the motto of the Messiah.

Miracles

I believe in miracles, real miracles, like love, art, justice, affection,
courage, love.

We are mired in miracles.

At “miracle shrines,” there are curés but no cures.

Miracles do occur, but they are seldom if ever the ones that answer our
hopes or prayers; indeed, the miracles may be minor, major, even
counter to our desires.

Mono no aware

The Japanese phrase mono no aware is usually translated with
reference to Lucretius’s lacrimae rerum as tears in things or tears at the
end of things. Perhaps a closer and shorter interpretation might be
Shakespeare’s remarkable words that go like this: passing strange.

Monotony

Some days one feels like singing the praises of that Ancient Chinese
philosopher whose name is recalled as Ho-Hum. Or the Ancient Korean
philosopher, Kum What May. Or the Ancient Japanese philosopher So-
So.
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Moon

According to Ecclesiastes, there is nothing new under the sun. But there
are many things that are new under the moon.

Behold the Man in the Moon. He’s on the bright side. Behold the
Woman in the Moon. She’s on the dark side.

Earth is one vast green preserve for the bodies of the living; the moon,
one vast pale crypt for the spectres of the dead.

There is no odour or scent associated with the Moon.

Mortals

We are mortals in the present.  Does that mean we once were pre-
mortals and will eventually be postmortals?

Mountebanks

For every reputable scholar like Isaac Casaubon, there are legions of
pseudo-scholars like Edward Casaubon who are either fools or frauds.

Mummies

Twentieth-century mummies are more frightening than those of the
Pharaohs of Ancient Egypt. I have in mind the mummified figures of
V.I. Lenin, Ho Chi Minh, and Mao Zedong.

Mysteries

There is not much that you can say about a mystery. At the same time,
there is not much that you cannot say about a mystery. To be frank, a
mystery says itself.

Is the world a puzzle or a mystery? If a puzzle, a rational explanation
is possible; if a mystery, no rational explanation is possible.

Because we cherish true mysteries, we should also cherish false
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mysteries.

I once told James Randi, “I devour every word of every issue of The
Skeptical Inquirer because I want to be apprised of the latest mystery.”
Without missing a beat, he replied, “The latest alleged mystery.”

My maxim is the straight-forward enough: “Mysteries are good for us.”

The unexplained is not necessarily the inexplicable.

Mysticism

The mystical part of man is the part that is the least human yet the most
humane.

Mythology

If a mythology is a way of ordering experience and expectations, the
mythology of the modern world is methodology.

Every mythology is an anthology.

The myth of genesis is the genesis of myth.

< N >

Nasr, Seyyed Hossein

What comes to mind, when I recall the lecture delivered by the Iranian
philosopher Seyyed Hossein Nasr, is Anton Chekhov’s description of
Archbishop Fyodor Orlov in his short story “The Letter” (1888): “A
presentable, well-nourished man of fifty, with an expression of self-
importance, severity, and dignity that never left his face, but now
looking exceedingly weary.”
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New Age

For every occult source there is a study course.

The profoundest influence on the so-called New Age in the United
States of the 1960s was that of the Joachimites. They were Franciscan
millenarians of 13th-century Europe who theorized about the succession
of the ages: the Age of the Father, the Age of the Son, the Age of the
Holy Spirit.

Newman, John Henry

The theology of John Henry Newman is based on the following
premise: Belief includes unbelief but unbelief excludes belief.

Whenever I read passages of argumentation written by John Henry
Newman, subsequently Cardinal, subsequently Saint, I wonder whether
the ideas he presents are too complex to understand or too simple to be
understood.

Nightmares

When I am not experiencing daytime nightmares, I am experiencing
night-time daymares.

Why do I fear that my nightmares are sure to come true, though not my
dreams?

Nostradamus

The writings of Nostradamus are always right and always wrong. The
prophecies that he makes are so ambiguous as to be neither correct nor
incorrect.

Numbers, Mystical

The so-called Mystical Numbers are these numbers, 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6,
7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, plus their multiples.
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< O >

Om

Every om is a tone and a tome.

Omkara

Omkara is the master, mantra-like syllable. In the East it is pronounced
om or aum. In the West, it is pronounced me or am.

Origins

Did life originate in the dry desert or in the wet forest? Did life descend
from the skies or arise from the seas?

Orion

At times it occurs to me that the Kings of Orion have come and then
gone, have appeared and are here, will arrive sometime soon and
eventually depart, are with us at all times, exist not at all.

The Constellation of Orion depicts an archer with bow-and-arrow, but
also a hunter with a belt and sword (should the arrow miss its mark).

Otherness

Missteps was taken by those philosophers – in particular, Hegel,
Husserl, Sartre, Saussure, Lacan, Althusser, Derrida, Lévinas, Said –
who brooded over the concept of Otherness. They declassified and
disenfranchised entire peoples – races, religions, nationalities – viewing
them as representatives of “the Other,” the gravest projection or
enantiodromia imaginable.

The concept of the Other – or of Otherness – leads to racism and
fascism.

Ourselves
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We should rework ourselves before we try to rework the stars.

Ouspensky, P.D.

The Russian philosopher was acutely myopic (nearsighted) physically,
yet extremely presbyopic (farsighted) psychologically: an exciting
combination.

Outer Space

There is something about the cold and void of space that finds its
complement in the cold and void of the self.

< P >

Paganism

If paganism is a tree, its roots are in the archaic, its trunk is in antiquity,
its branches are in the 18th century, and its leaves are in the present.

Pan

In the course of time the Great God Pan becomes the Great Good St.
Pan.

Panchen Lama

One Chinese New Year, in the fullness and foulness of time, the
Panchen Lama will be seen to usurp the rightful seat of the authority of
the Dalai Lama.

Pandora’s Box

Found to be engraved on the lid of Pandora’s Box is a single character,
one that does double duty as both letter and number. That engraved
character is the letter I or the number 1.

Papacy
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Not all the Popes are bad, just the good ones.

Paranormal

People who have paranormal experiences are usually people who have
little or no curiosity about the world.

The paranormal implies that there is a law beyond the law, an ethics
beyond morality.

It would be terrible if men and women could read minds, predict the
future, or influence matter at a distance.

Parapsychology

A parapsychologist is someone who checks first his wristwatch and
then his clock. If the wristwatch reads 1:58 p.m. and the clock reads
1:59 p.m., he concludes that there is a temporal dislocation, a local
anomaly. Time is out of joint!

It is the psychological dimension rather than the parapsychological
dimension of the mysterious that is of interest to me. One can learn
something from the former, little from the latter, except for nosology.

Scientists talk about pi; parapsychologists talk about psi; traditional
therapists talk about chi.

Pathway

Religious paths lead to pathologies, spiritual quests to questions.

We need a map to make our way in this world, and a chart to mark our
way in this life.

The spiritual path is not from here to there, or from now to then, but
down within and up without.

If there is a gate, if there is a way, there is a gateway.
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The Path may not exist but there does exist the pathology of Paths.

The spiritual path is one image of progression; another such image is
the panorama of the spirit.

The path of the body, the path of the emotions, and the path of the
mind: These are footpaths, routines, and circuits that take us where they
will, heedless of our interests and individualities.

The pilgrim soul travels two paths, the traditional untrammeled path to
enlightenment, followed by the well-travelled path, manuscript in hand,
to the publishing house.

Pedestrians

More than one hundred years ago H.G. Wells described the two species
of people I keep encountering on Bloor Street in Toronto these days:
effete Eloi and bestial Morlock.

Perennial Philosophy

The Perennial Philosophy is neither perennial (perpetual) nor
philosophical (speculative). Instead it resembles Baha’i or
Unitarianism. Its fairground is Religious Knowledge, Near Eastern
Studies, Comparative Religion, or History of Religion.

Personal

The opposite of the personal is the private, but the opposite of the
personal is also the impersonal, so the opposite of private is also
corporal, perhaps corporeal.
 

Philosophy

We search for ontology; we settle for epistemology.

Phoenix

The mongoose that wandered into the bramble of the Burning Bush
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emerged a Phoenix in flames.

Pilgrims

Why does the pilgrim always look so grim?

Plurality of Worlds

The words the plurality of worlds evoke the universe’s multiplicity of
suns, planets, earths, continents, civilizations, cultures, religions,
philosophies, countries, nation-states, capital cities, life-forms, human
beings, races people, personalities, and men and women like you and
me who are able to agree on little of any substance or even less of any
importance.

Poetry

A work of poetry may be likened, in Osip Mandelstam’s phrase, to “a
message in a bottle.” But it may also be likened to the Arecibo Message
directed by Frank Drake at the global star cluster M13 in the ocean of
space.

Prayer

Please God, mercy instead of justice!

Tedious is the prayer that begins Te deum.

Hebrew songs are folk songs and Hebrew prayers are sing-songs.

Promised Land

Has there ever been a Chosen People without a Promised Land?

Proof

I have never quite understood why the statement “extraordinary claims
require extraordinary evidence” is self-evident. It would seem to me
that ordinary proof is ordinarily sufficient to establish the truth of a
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claim. One white crow will do.

Prophecies

Scriptural prophecies do not really predict what will happen so much
as they guarantee that it will happen.

It is just as difficult to predict what will happen tomorrow as it is to
determine what has happened yesterday.

Prophecies are promises that are less predictive than they are
prevenient.

The last of the Biblical prophets was Malachai. While no prophets at all
like him have appeared since his time, we live in an age of prophecy,
what with economists forecasting the economy and meteorologists
predicting the weather and public opinion pollsters anticipating how we
will vote.

The days of the prophets have passed; the nights they have prophesied
are upon us.

The prophetic tradition is said to be dead: No prophets after Malachi,
no prophets after Jesus, no prophets after Muhammed, etc. Yet the
Abrahamic tradition continues to bring forth legions of prophets and
new religions.

All prophets are “bewarers.”

Psychical Phenomena

The study of psychical phenomena reminds me of the remark made
about performing Mozart’s sonatas: They are too easy for amateurs and
too difficult for professionals.

The cause of a psychical phenomenon is “expectant attention.”

We go from life to death, but do we go from death to life?
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There are four religions – the Religion of Should (which is utopian), the
Religion of Could (which is dystopian), the Religion of Were (which
is Golden Age), and the Religion of Will (which is Future State). Not
one of these four religions is real in light of either the word or the
world.

There should be a separation of church and state, if only for the sake of
the church.

Psychoanalysis

Psychoanalysis was born in Vienna, grew up in Zurich, got married in
New York, suffered an identity crisis in California, and expired in
Vietnam.

Puzzles

Here is the key. Now where is the lock?

Puzzles should be distinguished from mysteries. Puzzles may be solved;
there are no solutions to mysteries. Puzzles are natural; mysteries are
supernatural.

In time, puzzles may turn into mysteries.

< Q >

Qabala

Students of qabala study an alphanumeric algebra, believing it to be an
alphanumeric algorithm.

Quest

A person will leave on a quest rather than look around to see what may
be found underfoot or at hand.

A worthwhile quest begins with a question and not an answer. It ends
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with another question and not another answer.

Questions

Questions are foreplay; answers are afterbirth.

The student answers questions; the teacher questions answers.

A quest always ends in a question.

< R >

Rabbit Man

There is an Ojibway rock-art image of a man, a stick figure with
immense, rabbit-like ears. Not for nothing is the figure known as Rabbit
Man. The figure has an unusual property. It may be turned upside down
and it is still a man.

Raël

Claude Vorilhon, the French journalist, UFO contactee, and cult leader
who is known as Raël, made a name for himself using the last four
letters of the Biblical name Israel.

Regions

Every region may have its religion, as churchmen maintain, but among
the military the popular view is that every region needs its legion.

Reincarnation

Past lives are formed of fantasies of an unlived life in the present.

Reincarnation seems to be a succession of reincarcerations.

Religion
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Theosophists describe the traditional religious traditions as the “fixed”
religions. Theosophy itself is not fixed in any sense.

Two religions were founded during my lifetime: The practice of Wicca
and the Church of Scientology. There may be more of which I know
nothing.

Religious leaders promise Immanuels but produce prayer manuals.

The history of a religious practice goes from oblation to ablation.

It seems the major religions look behind to a fabulous founder and
ahead to a fabulous deliverer. No mere mortal like you or I will do.

The message of every organized religion is the same: You can be
helped and help is on the way but only if.

Science improvised the telescope and the microscope; religion
contrived the macroscope.

The world’s major religions have “default settings” for all the faults of
mortals.

Naturalists accept any religion that is co-extensive with human nature;
supernaturalists, any religion that may be extended into inhuman
nature.

I am more concerned with religious observation than I am with religious
observance.

Judaism requires observance; Christianity belief; Islam submission;
Daoism ceremony; paganism participation.

Whenever did religious denominations come to be known as “faith
groups”?

There are the revealed religions, and then there are the reviled religions.

The prayerbook states that I cannot be religious without belonging to
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an organized religion. I reply that I cannot feel spiritual if I belong to
an organized religion.

With any religion, we stand between sentimentality and scholasticism.

It is only the monotheistic religions that are intolerant of each other and
of all other religions.

The loss of one’s religion is accompanied by the discovery of one’s
self.

These days the non-traditional religions are found to be more traditional
than the traditional religions.

Remote Viewing

Remote Viewing is shortened to RV. It has a lot in common with VR
(Virtual Reality).

Revelation

We move from the babble of the baby through the sentences of the
patriarch to the silences of the sage.

“The Book of Revelation,” the final book of the King James Version of
the Bible, should be its first book – its preface in the sense of its
pretext.

Without “The Book of Revelation,” there would be no Nostradamus.

Too bad there is such a thing as revelation, otherwise the thing called
creation would be its own revelation.

“Revel, reveal.” Words worthy of Jean Cocteau.

Computer programming offers an insight into the process of divine
revelation which works on the principle of “progressive disclosure.”
Nothing is revealed until its disclosure is required.
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Rilke, Rainer Maria

Rilke asks questions of God in his poetry, not like a petitioner at prayer,
but like an anxious equal.

Rome

All the roads that lead to Rome are the roads that leave from Rome.

Roots

Every tree needs roots and branches; every person, roots and wings.

Rosicrucianism

No society of Rosicrucians of today has anything in common with any
order of Rosicrucianism of the past.

No Rosicrucian willingly or readily identifies himself as a Rosicrucian.

Rumi

I like to think that the common name of this Sufi poet has given rise to
the intriguing English word rumination.

Assuming reincarnation to be an acknowledged fact, the Persian poet
Rumi was reborn 546 years after his death as the American poet Walt
Whitman.

I have long felt that Rumi’s love of Shams was something of a sham.
The Persian poet learned to love himself, whom he called his friend,
Shams-e Tabrizi.

I have to take it on faith that Rumi is a great poet for two reasons: I do
not read Farsi and English translations of his verses make him sound
like the Lebanese poet Khalil Gibran.

< S >
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Sacred Places

The richest temple of all is to be found posterior to the forehead. The
strangest shrine ever arises from the mind or the brain. Much the same
is true for all the world’s churches, grottos, masjids, pagodas, prayer
halls, sanctuaries, synagogues, etc.

Sacredness

We are so accustomed to regard the sacred as stern and austere that we
are surprised to realize it may also be sexy and swank.

Sage

Cassandra’s favourite herb is bitter sage based on bitter experience.

Saints

Saints are sick of being pent up in statues of plaster or plastic.

A living saint, a human monster.

In stained-glass windows, all the saints are standing, and all are of the
same height.

It takes many malingerers to make one saint.

The only saints who ever committed suicide were those who decided to
become martyrs.

Scepticism

Scepticism has a long and honourable tradition in this country, going
back to the 17th century when at Annapolis Royal the French advocate
Marc Lescarbot ridiculed Samuel de Champlain for his description of
the Gougou.

Scholarship
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Sentimentalizing is hemorrhagic whereas scholasticizing is ischemic.

Science Fiction

The abbreviation for science fiction is SF, though the abbreviation is
often taken to refer to Speculative Fiction. Genre SF is known as sci-fi
(pronounced “sigh-fi” or “skiffy”). Curiously, SF’s masterworks –
novels like 1984 – are not regarded as SF, and genre-dervised master-
pieces – novels like Childhood’s End – are similarly not so regarded.

Scriptures

People expect their books of sacred scriptures to be handbooks or
manuals of piety or propriety. In short, they expect them to be
enchiridions; instead, they are works of fantastic fiction.

There is no scripture without revelation, but there is revelation without
scripture.

It takes ages for writings to turn into scriptures and then into theologies
and then into ideologies with all their idiocies.

There is no scripture without some excipient.

The Doctor of Divinity reads the Scripture; the Doctor of Medicine
writes the script.

One scripture deposes another scripture.

A scripture is a starting point, and hence a sticking point.

We read literature but scripture reads us.

How does one explain the idiocies that appear alongside the insights in
the world’s sacred scriptures? Is the godhead strange in the head, or is
all of this a mirror of the condition of mankind?

Scripture is a form of wisdom literature, and hence has its interpretation
built-in.
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Is there a single scripture that is not sacred?

Secrets

It is a secret well-respected that men and women of a certain age (over
the age of seventy, to be specific) believe that they are able to read the
minds of people younger than themselves.

All along we had known the secret and all alone we had discovered it
to be true.

Sects & Cults

The formation of a sect marks the rise of a new religion; the formation
of a cult marks the fall of an old religion.

Secularism

The opposite of the secular is not the spiritual but the sectarian.

There is no Pope of Science as there is no Nobel Prize for Religion.

In the past there were the three realms of the spiritual, the secular, and
the profane. In our day there are but two realms, these being of the
spiritual and of the secular. The profane merged with the secular and
now seems to be co-extensive with it.

Sedevacantism

The Seats of the Mighty (even the Throne of the Almighty) are
occupied by the pretenders and impostors.

In the 1980s, sedevacantism was an obscure term used by theologians
and their critics. By the 2010s use of the term has become widespread
to characterize imposters, pretenders, and other usurpers of power.

Seeker

Good advice for the seeker: Seek the oases in the deserts, the islands in
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the seas, the clearings in the jungles, the parks in the plazas. Better
advice: Seek grains of sand in the deserts, tides in the seas, poisonous
serpents in the jungles, and asphalt in the plazas.

Never define yourself as a seeker. Always consider yourself a finder.
If you define yourself as a seeker, you will always seek. If you consider
yourself a finder, you may find what you seek.
 

Seer

The sage is wiser than the prophet. To peer is to seer.

Self

A secret self is to be found or not found within each one of us, with a
name or number of its own. Whether it is dynamic or an organic in
nature remains unknown, like the plethora of the secrets of the self.

We are born into circles but we turn ourselves into squares.

Self-knowledge

The Ancient Greeks looked East to birth, West to death, North to
wisdom, South to ignorance, and Within for self-knowledge.

I know only two things. I know what I know, and I know what I don’t
know.

Self-secret

The self-secret is that genuine knowledge, acquired by a person,
whether through adventure or peradventure, that is useless to him or to
her because it has yet to be earned and learned.

Setebos

The imaginary deity Setebos serves as the god of Caliban, as Allah
serves as the god of the Taliban.
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SETI

The Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence is as much a search for
signals of intelligent life across time as it is a search for life in any form
across space.

Yes, the Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence (SETI) is spiritual at
core but scientific in circumference.

The Search for Extra-Terrestrial Intelligence (SETI) gives expression
to our desire to save ourselves from ourselves.

The search for intelligent life on other planets continues today and is
conducted by intelligent life on the planet Earth for the simple reason
that we are lonely.

Seven

Seven may be a number that is more magical than any other number for
the simple reason that it encompasses all of creation: It incorporates
three points in space (top, centre, bottom) and four cardinal directions
of earth (north, east, south, west).

Shadow

We may cast a reflection or we may cast a shadow but not both at once.

Shamballah

Turn Shamballah inside out and upside down and you get Agartha.

Shamballah is to the ether what Agartha is to the earth and what
Atlantis is to the sea.

Shangri-La

There is no Shangri-La without its corresponding Shangri-Laws.

We wink at the stars. They blink back at us.
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To raise the eyes to the stars in the skies overhead is to turn the limited
human face in the direction of the unlimited interface.

Situation

I find myself pitched between the two psychological states of
derealization and depersonalization.

Skies

The starry heavens were already in place when Antonio Gaudí
conceived and created their rival, the starry dome of the Palau Güell in
Barcelona.

The starry skies serve as the cenotaphs of the stars.

Everyone casts shadows, but not everyone emits light.

Solar System

The Sun and the Moon conspire to keep us alive, sometimes well,
sometimes ill.

Solaris

The home of the human race is a Solaris-like planet which in its own
perverse fashion remains incomprehensible, all the while rewarding our
excesses and punishing our weaknesses.

Soul

The mind is solar, the soul stellar.

What is the colour of the soul? To the extent that any soul has any
colour, its colour is saffron. Spirit is yellow. A ghost is gray. The
psyche may be many-hued. All egos are bright red but blotched with
black.

The soul of man is like the owl that does not sleep by night and the lark
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that does not sleep by day.

People claim to see phantasms of the living, ghosts of the dead, spectres
of demons, and visions of angels, but never human souls. It seems souls
are truly invisible.

Source

The source is sacred but not more sacred than its succession.

How do we account for the power and persistence of ancient wisdoms,
perennial philosophies, secret doctrines, or traditionalist ideas?
Monogenesis? Polygenesis? Sui-genesis? The question remains an open
one.

Space & Time

Space and time exist in six dimensions. There are three dimensions of
space – length, width, height – supplemented by one of time; just as
there are three dimensions of time – past, present, future – supplemen-
ted by one of space.

Space is an endless anechoic chamber.

Space Flight

Space flight, the dream of mankind over the millennia, was briefly
realized between the years 1969 and 2011.

Soon the only Space Stations in our solar system will be the ones on
Earth.

Sphinx

We know so little about Ancient Egypt. Is the Sphinx male or female
or neuter?

Spiritual Materialism
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Attachment to detachment.

Spiritualism

Christianity offers Heaven on Earth. Spiritualism offers earthly life in
Heaven.

Spirituality

It has been maintained that every age has its sage, every region its
religion, every heart its ache, every darkness its light.

Stars

The stars in the Heavens may no more be counted than the Rollright
stones of  Warwickshire, England.

The infinitude of the stars reminds us of the finitude of man.

Mankind has yet to feel the warmth of the light of another sun.

Starlight, you’re there by night, whereas I’m there by day and night,
though I suppose you’re here by day as well as I.

Even the fires and flares of distant stars are extinguished at night when
they plunge into the waters of the oceans at the edges of the world.

With the naked eye we can count one thousand stars in the heavens.
With binoculars we may behold ten thousand stars in the skies. Yet in
outer space there are hundreds of billions of them, if not infinities of
them, so we bless our luck and count ourselves lucky.

If the Sun and the Moon went dark, the stars would shine ever brighter
than they do, and brighter than the Sun and the Moon combined.

Whenever I stare at the stars, I find that the stars become misty-eyed as
I grow starry-eyed.

The fierce and fiery stars are so far away they appear so unlike they are:
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fixed and frozen worlds in outer space.

We look to the stars in the heavens to affirm our sense of awe, even our
sense of ardour, in full awareness that the sources of the points of light,
so far away, are all but extinct by now.

The stars of the Milky Way Galaxy are too far away from us on Earth
to be of any significance to us. But given their proximity, the Sun and
the Moon act like fuses. The stars reach us before we reach the stars.

We see asterisms wherever we look. The astronomer knows an asterism
to be a distinctive but unofficial pattern of stars – not a constellation but
a subset of a constellation. It is the result of the operation of
imagination based on observation and intuition. Instances of asterisms
are the Big Dipper and Orion’s Belt. As human beings we have “stars
in our eyes.” Our species “sees stars.”

The heavens are full of double stars: no star falls but another star rises.

Steiner, Rudolf

Has anyone ever observed that the handsome French actor Louis
Jordain is the spitting image of the Rudolf Steiner, the founder of the
Anthroposophical Movement?

Sufism

Sufi rhymes with “goofie,” perhaps by design.

Is Sufism Shi’ite or Sunni or both or neither?

The world is full of sufi-ficialities.

For an image of Sufism within Islam, regard that of Freemasonry within
Christianity.

Disenchantment has set in. Once upon a time the traditional Sufi orders
– all those dancing dervishes of Konya; every last Mevlana, Rumi, and
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Omar – were the true men of Islam. Now they are simply men, Shias
rather than Sunnis, and as a select group marginally less interesting and
less successful than the Ismaili Muslims.

Sun

There is no planet so situated that it does not bask in the light of one
sun or other.

Supernatural

The supernatural may be distinguished from the paranormal by noting
that the supernatural will never be explained whereas the paranormal
may eventually be explained.

Surd Factor

There is a surd factor in human relations. Some things simply do not
make any sense at all.

Surrealists

Realists rule the day, surrealists the night.

Symbology

Reading Rosicrucian or Masonic symbology is like decrypting the
emblems of heraldry.

The moon is the sign of Islam, the sun the sign of Christianity. The fire
of the stars is the sign of Zoroastrianism. The flat earth is the sign of
Shamanism and Wicca. To my knowledge no believers have yet
adopted the sign of the comet, the meteor, the meteorite, or the asteroid.

< T >

Tai Chi
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Before one masters the 108 movements of the traditional Tai Chi set,
one has to master the foundational exercises, six in number, an even
more demanding undertaking.

Tantra

When the Shambhala Buddhists moved from Boulder, Colorado, to
Halifax, Nova Scotia, in 1986, tantra became as Canadian as the
Tantramar Marshes on the border of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.

Teacher

Unless you make an effort, I am required to make that effort on your
behalf.

Telekinesis

Would those of you who believe in telekinesis please raise my hand?

Telepathy

Telepathy is a form of empathy, except that telepathy is intellectual
whereas empathy is  emotional.

Temple

The destruction of the First Temple was followed by the destruction of
the Second Temple and that was followed by the destruction of the
Knights-Templar.

The English word “temple” refers as much to a place of worship as it
does to the anterior regions of the human cranium. There is no worship
without recourse to the human head.

Tenets

We are the tenants of our tenets.

Terma
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The word terma comes from the Tibetan language and refers to
something – an insight or an idea, an object or a work of craft or art,
perhaps even a person or a teaching  – that has been hidden or lost or
discarded but which is rediscovered and put into use in the nick of time.

The Tibetan word terma refers to something of value that has been
misplaced or lost, cached or concealed, camouflaged or obscured, but
that will reappear when most needed and least expected.

Terma is a Tibetan Buddhist term that is usually defined as “a hidden
treasure,” but what it really means is “a secreted treasure” that turns up
in the nick of time.

The Buddhist notion of terma, or “secreted treasure,” and the term
trema, which in Psychiatry is used to refer to the earliest of three stages
of schizophrenia, are anagrams. Could terma be the opposite of trema?

Tertön

A tertön is Tibetan for a discoverer or an uncoverer of termas, or
secrets, who works together with a consort, as an exchange of the
energy of sex is required when it comes to revealing or concealing a
truth.

Testament of Orpheus

When we watch Jean Cocteau’s marvellous film Testament of Orpheus,
we sit for eighty minutes in awe of his awareness of man’s cosmic
condition. 

The theme of this idiosyncratic vision of a motion picture is “the dead
continue to live” and “the living continue to die.”

Theosophy

The International President of the Theosophical Society on a world tour
delivered a lecture in Toronto. After listening to her lecture, I
understood immediately why J. Krishnamurti took leave of the Society.
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Third Eye

The so-called third eye does not see into the future, but it does visualize
what is already part of the future.

Tibet

Ochre is the colour of the blood that flows through the veins of the
Tibetan people.

The spelling of the country’s name should never have been changed
from “Thibet.”

With the arts and crafts of Tibet, motifs take precedence over motives.

There should be at least one more Tibet in the world to satisfy the
world’s leaders.

We are familiar with the ruthless extermination of an entire species, but
we have yet to face the fact of the ruthless eradication of an entire
country or a complete culture.

What collective karma could ever account for the present fate of Tibet?

Time

Our daily life may be governed by solar time, but our mortal life is
ordered by sidereal time.

Tradition

There are two words that describe tradition. The first word is inertia,
whereby mass continues as formerly when left undisturbed. The second
word is entropy, whereby energy gradual declines into disorder.

Is there anyone who believes in the literal truths of a received religion?
Adherents go through the motions for two reasons: to honour their
parents, who did not believe; to offer the tradition to their children, who
will not believe. Sigmund Freud was right when he wrote despairingly
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about “the future of an illusion.”

Traditional Wisdom

How is it best characterized – as recast, received, reconstructed,
recovered, regained, remade, renewed, repaired, restored, retrieved,
revealed, or revived?

Traditionalism

Traditionalists speak of Tradition, but truth to tell, it is about Traditions
that they should speak.

Traditionalism is to Islam what Bahá’í is to Islam, or what Unitar-
ianism is to Protestantism.

The foundation of the metaphysician’s position (notably that of René
Guénon) is that there is no transmission without tradition.

The objective of traditional thought is to find the eternal in the internal
and not in the external.

Transcendence

We soar into transcendence only to subside into imminence.

Transcendence is man’s attempt to come to terms with transience.

Transformation

The powers of myth, metaphor, imagery, or symbol are the powers to
form, deform, reform, or transform.

Transformation is the conscious process of dealing with the conditions
that now prevail.

Transmission
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Transmission is sometimes transfer, sometimes transcription,
sometimes translation, sometimes transliteration, sometimes trans-
position, sometimes transformation, sometimes transmogrification,
sometimes transubstantiation, sometimes transfiguration.

Trinity

The Holy Trinity consists of God the Father, God the Son, and God the
Holy Ghost. In other words, the Trinity represents Creation (the past),
Incarnation (the present), and Recreation (the future).

I am confused about the Christian Trinity. Am I supposed to believe
that the Trinity represents three aspects of one god, or one god in three
aspects? I am also confused as to why this is even a meaningful
distinction.

As far as the Christian Trinity is concerned, Jesus refers to mind, Mary
to emotion, and Joseph to body.

Not even once does the word “Trinity” appear in the New Testament.

Truth

Truth is what is last when not lost.

Where truth lies is in the eyes.

Some truths are to be taken with a grain of salt, others with a gram of
sugar.

Turtle

The continent rests on the shell of the giant turtle, according to Native
lore. Curiously, the Portuguese word tartargus means “turtle” or
“tortoise,” just as its cognate Greek word Tartarus refers to a
subterranean “pit,” “abyss,” “void,” or “hell” even lower than Hades.

In aboriginal cosmology, the world rests on the shell of the Giant
Turtle. To modern man, the Giant Turtle lies upside-down.
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< U >

Unicorn

Here is an ontological paradox. Answer these two questions in order.
First, “Does the unicorn have a single horn?” Yes. Second, “Does the
unicorn exist?” No.

Unidentified Flying Objects

A genuine photograph of a genuine UFO would look exactly like a
faked photograph of a fake UFO.

I am too open-minded to dismiss them, too simple-minded to ignore
them.

I am not interested in the existence of UFOs or in the non-existence of
UFOs, but in the persistence of UFOs.

Having failed to establish the existence of UFOs, ufologists are now
intent on establishing the existence of conspiracies to explain their
failure to establish the existence of UFOs.

The study of UFOs has yet to retard astrophysics or astronomy, but its
study is enriching psychology and parapsychology.

UFOs are not as real as H20s are real.

Proof as distinct from evidence of the existence of UFOs would come
in one of three forms: the discovery or recovery of an alien artifact; the
personal appearance of an alien being; enhanced knowledge or power
of human observers or witnesses.

The so-called UFO phenomenon is the UFO fanomenon.

The symmetry is surprising: Human life begins with semination from
the stars; it ends with insemination from stellar beings.
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UFO abductees are non-entities.

UFOs are both real – and imaginary.

Uniqueness

Would it be reasonable or unreasonable to describe an event that has
yet to occur as “unique”?

Universe

The universe is composed of matter, whereas the cosmos is comprised
of matériel.

A geocentric world appeals to the senses, a heliocentric world to the
emotions, and a cosmocentric world to the intelligence.

As Stephen Weinberg, the scientist and Nobel Prize laureate, once
observed, “The more the universe seems comprehensible, the more it
also seems pointless.”

We occupy a mundus but inhabit a karass.

Utopia

The ideal of utopia competes with the idea of life. A utopia is a simple,
static, and perfect ideal, whereas life is a complex, dynamic, and
imperfect idea.

Utopias don’t work, but dystopias do.

I understand there are mansions available in dystopias and they go for
a song, whereas the prices of hovels in utopias are out of this world.

The Road to Utopia takes you all the way to Dystopia.

A map of the route to Utopia will be found to do double duty as a map
to the route from Dystopia.
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For symmetry’s sake, I would like to suggest that utopians suffer from
myopia (near-sightedness) and that dystopians suffer from hyperopia
(far-sightedness). But the truth is not that symmetrical: Both of them
suffer from astigmatism (distorted vision).

I was in Utopia last year at this time and I will be in Utopia next year
at this time. I am always recalling or anticipating my stay in Utopia, for
it seems I am never ever “in” Utopia.

We yearn to live in Utopia, without wishing to become Utopians.

No utopia was ever found to work; none has ever been founded that
lasted. But there are small utopian havens – moments and movements,
locations and habitations, scholars and schools. The human race should
be merciful for small favours.

As members of the human race, we imagine our beginnings were
utopian; we speculate that our endings will be dystopian.

We are refugees or fugitives from utopias who seem determined to
recreate memories of those utopias as our very own dystopias.

Utopias reflect the ideals of mankind rather than the realities of men’s
minds.

< V >

Valéry, Paul

It was Paul Valéry who after surveying the destruction wrought by the
Great War, wrote this immortal sentence in his essay “The Crisis of the
Mind” (1919): “We, civilizations, now know that we are mortal.”

Vampirism

The key to vampirism is plasmapheresis, the medical term for blood
work that takes place outside the body, except that the blood is being
contaminated rather than purified.
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Venus

A beautiful woman is both the be-all and the end-all of a man’s life, just
as the planet Venus is successively the Morning Star and the Evening
Star.

Via della Botteghe Oscure

The most mysteriously and evocatively named street in the world is the
one in central Rome long known as Via delle Botteghe Oscure. The
Street of Dark Shops was so named after the windowless shops and
ateliers of artisans who once worked there. Like London’s Half-Moon
Street, the name haunts the memory.

Virgin Mary

Statues of the Blessed Virgin Mary are frequently described as moving,
whereas the notion of “moving” should be reserved for the experiences
of Mary’s votaries.

She is the Prima Donna, the Prime Madonna, and remains of the Mona
Lisas of all times and climes.

Vyasa

The Hindu sage Vyasa is credited with the composition of The
Mahabharata, the Sanskrit epic that is one of the world’s longest texts.
Its author must have been long-lived too, because scholars estimate that
Vyasa wrote the work between the years 400 B.C. and A.D. 400.

< W >

Way, The

The essence of all religions: The wayfinder exists but not the way itself.

There is no way; there is only the wayfarer.
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Wicca

Wicca was established by Gerald Gardner in England in 1939, and not
by pagans and witches inspired by the beliefs and practices of bygone
centuries.

So used are we to organized religions, we cannot for the life of us
imagine an unorganized religion. That is why Wicca, which is an
unorganized religion, is so difficult “to place.”

The fons et origo of Wicca is “Let’s pretend .... ”

Wicca is the latest word for “wishful thinking.”

Goddess, bless you!

Wicca is a way to be wicked and wise at one and the same time.

Will there come a time when Superman will join the Pantheon of the
Gods and then be venerated and adored by Wiccans?

It is historian Ronald Hutton’s view that Wicca, which seeks its roots
in ancient paganism and early modern witchcraft, belongs to the
category of “revived religions.”

Wisdom Tradition

There is one wisdom tradition for Crotona, Southern Italy, and another
wisdom tradition for Krotona, Southern California.

One may account in a number of ways for the perennial presence of
ancient wisdoms, secret doctrines, traditionalist ideas: monogenesis,
polygenesis, suigenesis. To wit, there is one source for them, there is a
series of sources for them, or there are as many sources for them as
there are living beings. No conclusions are to be derived from this
presentation.

Wit
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What we have are wit and witticism, when what we need are witnesses
and wisdom.

Word

I have encountered a word that is new to me. I never suspected its
existence. The word is xoanon. It derives from the Greek, and it refers
to a wooden image of a deity that has supposedly fallen to the earth
from the heavens. I am struggling to find a way to introduce the word
xoanon into my conversation. In the meantime, I will introduce it in
print – here.

The word for the late 1990s was kenosis. It means the emptying of the
self by the self in preparation for death. Its opposite? Pleurosis.

World

Every world is infinite and indefinite, every universe finite and definite.

Worship

We worship God but we adore ourselves.

Writing

Someday someone will care for what I write, not merely endure it or
enjoy it, but really admire the achievement. Faith in that belief is one
of the reflections that keeps me going.

< X >

In an equation as in a life, X represents the unknown. So does 0.

< Y >

Yantra
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The yantra is not as well known as the mantra, the former being the
setting or the system for the latter.

Yeats, W.B.

William Butler Yeats is the Celtic Rainer Maria Rilke, Rilke the Ger-
manic Yeats. Yeats dreams of gyres, Rilke of angels.

Yin & Yang

The yin and yang of the modern period are the yen and the yuan.

< Z >

Zen Rock Garden

Visitors to the Ryoanji Temple of Kyoto who view its celebrated Zen
Rock Garden seldom know enough to turn the corner of the temple to
view its counterpart: the Zen Moss Garden. One is dry and gray, the
other wet and green; together the two gardens represent nothing less
than life and death in the world.

Zero

Western literature goes from powerful gods to powerless gods: from
heros to zeros, we say;  or from Herostratus to Nero, I say.

The mathematicians of Arabia devised the concept of zero. Zero gives
precise and exact expression to their evaluation of the values of
Western civilization.

Zombies

The original zombie was Lazarus of Bethany who, at least according to
the Gospel of John, was “raised from the dead.” This occurred four
days following his death. Jarius’ daughter, according to the Gospel of
St. Matthew, was also restored to life,  later the very day that she died.
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These are numerous more zombies documented in Scripture.

In the movie version of the musical Jesus Christ Superstar, Lazarus was
restored to life by Jesus Christ, but immediately knifed back to death by
family members and religious elders because his resurrection
compromised the community.

Movies about zombies are based on the premise that the dead are not
really dead, the past is not past, the living have not long to live, the
present is ever-present and beholden to the past, and the future will be
much like the present if not like the past.

Zombies are figures of both horror and terror because they menace us
both physically and psychologically. They are deformed in body and
bereft of individuality.

Zoos

We are the heirs of a planet-size garden yet we cage ourselves in zoos.

A Quaint and Curious Volume of Forgotten Lore is a jeu d’esprit that is
concerned with the prevalence, the persistence, and the power of the notion of
Traditional Thought. It consists of some aphorisms, some pensées, and some
factoids. The subjects range from Abkhazia and Achievement to Zombies and
Zoos. The default position is if these observations and expressions do not
educate and enlighten, they should at least edify and entertain.

John Robert Colombo is known as the Master Gatherer for his compilations
of Canadiana; as John “Bartlett” Colombo for his collections of quotable
quotes; as “superfan” for his publications in the field of fantastic literature; and
as “Canada’s Mr. Mystery” for such tomes as Mysterious Canada, Ghost
Stories of Canada, Mysteries of Ontario, Ghost Stories of Ontario, Haunted
Toronto, UFOs over Canada, The Midnight Hour, True Canadian Ghost
Stories, More True Canadian Ghost Stories, True Canadian UFO Stories,
Strange but True,  Terrors of the Night, The Big Book of Canadian Ghosts, The
Big Book of Canadian Hauntings, and Jeepers Creepers. He published three
volumes devoted to the life, writing, and thought of the Anglo-French scholar
Denis Saurat, and monographs on historian James Webb, psychical researcher
R.S. Lambert, and parapsychologists George and Iris M. Owen.
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Word Count: 19,501

Aphorisms based on Traditional Wisdom and Thought. 
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